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Our worship cannot be authentic apart from grateful obedience.  

First harvest in promised land (and subsequent harvests) were to 

commemorate God’s grace and faithfulness.  

1. We must worship God with gratitude for His grace (Dt 26:1-11). 

Verse 1 really sets the stage for this entire passage. Its easy to just 

read over it as though it was insignificant background material, yet 

it reveals the undercurrent of this passage. [vs. 1-2] 

The gift of this land as an inheritance reminds them that they are 

the recipients of undeserved blessing—the land and everything that 

comes from it is a gift of grace.  

What has God blessed you with that you don’t deserve? If you 

answer from a truly Biblical perspective, the answer is “everything!”  

James 1:17—“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or 

shifting shadow.” 

There is no entitlement in the kingdom of God. We demand 

nothing because we deserve nothing. Instead, our lives are to be an 

overflow of worship with gratitude for God’s generous grace and 

blessing.  

And so God required that after the first harvest in the land (and 

every subsequent harvest) they were to bring the first fruits of their 

crops to the temple as joyful celebration of God’s kindness.  

This was much more than just a celebration of the bounty and 

completion of the harvest. It was an opportunity to rehearse God’s 

redeeming grace that brought them to this point.  

[vs. 3] This is a declaration affirming God’s faithfulness in keeping 

His promise. The worshiper stands there with the fruit of the 

promised land in his hands as evidence that God has fulfilled His 

promise to them through Abraham. Then he is to go on to rehearse 

the testimony of how God has redeemed them and brought them to 

this place: [vs. 4-9].  

Notice that the worshiper is not making a claim to own this land 

because he conquered it or to have the harvest because he labored 

for it, but rather acknowledging that he is in this land of bounty 

because God gave it.
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Don’t miss the spirit in which this ritual was to take place. [vs 10-11] 

This is a celebration of rejoicing in God’s goodness and it was to be 

shared with the Levites (ministers) and foreigners (who don’t have 

access to such bounty) as a reflection of the underserved generosity 

that God has bestowed on them by his grace. 

The purpose of this offering of first fruits each year was so that the 

Israelites would not forget the grace of God. And yet its been said 

that, “Israelite history is a history of forgetting to give thanks.” 

Listen, giving thanks is not just a platitude. In Romans 1:21 Paul 

asserts that “the first step in the slide into apostasy is the refusal to 

honor God with thanksgiving.”
2
 He writes, “for even though they 

knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks…”  

Gratitude is essential in worship because our redemption—in fact, 

all of life—is a gift of grace. How much more freely and joyfully 

ought we to give out of gratitude for the cross? 

The problem in the church today is not that people do not give 

enough, but that they don’t fully understand the depth of God’s 

grace toward them in all of life and for all eternity.  
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 But when we understand the greatness of God and the generosity 

of His grace through the cross of Jesus, we will joyfully and 

generously give to those in need and the work of ministry with 

gratitude for all that God has done and continues to do for us.  

Our giving should surpass even David’s elated joy in [1 Chronicles 

29:10-15a].  

We must worship God with gratitude for His grace.  

2. We must worship God from the genuineness of an obedient life 

(Dt 26:12-15). 

 

Vs. 1-11 give instructions for the annual tithe.  

Vs. 12-15 now address the triennial tithe-a special tithe every three 

years that was not taken to Jerusalem but to be dispersed in their 

towns. You may remember from Dt 14 that this tithe was a means 

of support for:  

• The Levites, who depended on the faithfulness of God’s 

people to survive and do the work of ministry. 

• And the foreigners, orphans, and widows who had no 

independent means of support.  

 

These verses (12-15) are an affirmation of one’s obedience. [12-14]  

 

A case can easily be made from vs. 12 that the law was not fully 

kept until the poor were cared for. We cannot divorce our love for 

God from our love for our neighbor. Demonstrating love to those in 

need validates that our love for God is from the heart.   

It was only after the worshiper could  affirm that he had 

demonstrated full and careful obedience to the Lord that he was 

then to pray for God’s blessing [vs. 15].  

There is a cyclical pattern here of blessing > obedience > blessing. 

God’s blessing (recognized through the harvest offering) prompted 

obedience which in turn removes hindrances to further blessing.  

One practical take-away here is that “apart from obedience, God’s 

people have no right to expect his blessing.”
3
 You want God to bless 

you; you pray for God to bless you. Yet it would be more beneficial 

for you to pray God’s help to obey than to pray for God to bless 

you.
4
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Praying for God to bless you without giving careful attention to your 

life of obedience is like tromping on the gas without taking your 

foot off the brake. It’s just going to create a lot of smoke.  

I’m not suggesting that our obedience earns God’s blessing—not for 

a moment. But our disobedience is a hindrance to God’s blessing 

flowing freely to us.  

None of us will be perfect in our obedience and yet the trajectory of 

our hearts and lives should be clearly directed by an active desire to 

please God above all else in all things. The end of vs. 14 captures 

what the ambition of our hearts should be: “I have listened to the 

voice of the Lord my God; I have done according to all that you have 

commanded me.”  

In this sense, “Christianity is a holistic religion. The God who receives 

our gifts [and worship] desires our total commitment in all we do.”
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God has no interest in hobby Christianity. He wants comprehensive, 

whole-hearted, whole-life devotion. I urge you to wrestle with this 

question: “Is it my ambition to please God above all else in all that I 

do?” Is it apparent that you are seeking to please God  in your 
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giving, serving from the heart, relating to your spouse and kids (or 

parents), how you communicate on face book, what you watch for 

think about in private? 

 We must worship God from the genuineness of an obedient life.  

As we approach [vs. 16-19], we come to a major transition in the book of 

Deuteronomy. Let’s just step back for a moment and get a sense of the 

landscape. Vs. 16 marks the end of the major legislative section of the book 

that started with chapter 12. Those 14 chapters of law (12:1—26:16) are 

what we call the stipulations of the covenant between God and His people.  

Jumping ahead to chapter 27 is the beginning of the curses and blessings of 

the covenant. The curses and blessings in chapters 27 and 28 outline what 

the consequences will be for violating the covenant through Israel’s 

disobedience and they announce the blessings that they will receive for 

keeping the covenant through obedience.  

Right in between the stipulations of the covenant and the curses and 

blessings of the covenant are these few short verses at the end of chapter 

26 which serve as a clear summary of the basic terms of this covenant.  

In vs. 17 the people declare that the Lord will be their God which 

necessitates their obedience.  

In vs. 18 the Lord declares that they will be His treasured possession which 

also necessitates their obedience. So its not surprising that in vs. 16 Moses 

exhorts the people to be careful to obey God’s commands with all their 

heart and soul—an obedience that could only flow out of a whole-hearted 

love for God.  

The result of this covenant relationship is seen in [vs. 19]. There is debate 

over whether this verse is referring to Israel’s fame or God’s. The Hebrew 

reads closer to the NAS than the NIV; it says, “He will set you high above all 

the nations He has made for praise, and for a name, and for honor.”
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 The 
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idea here is that Israel will exalt God among the nations as light to the 

nations by its consecrated obedience to the God of truth and grace. This 

covenant relationship was God’s mission to call the nations to Himself.  

Yet Israel failed to obey the Lord with whole-hearted love and rather than 

bringing praise to the name of Yahweh, she brought shame to His name. Yet 

this could not thwart God’s ultimate plan, because it was through this little 

nation that God sent His only Son to establish a new covenant by the blood 

of His cross.  

Now in Christ, God’s invitation of grace is freely extended to all the nations. 

In Christ God says to us, “I will be your God and you will be my people!”
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Jesus said, “If you love me you will keep my commandments”
8
 and yet this 

covenant is not ultimately maintained by our obedience, but by Christ’s 

obedience.
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 And now in Christ, we are the light of the world, taking the 

message of God’s grace to the darkest corners of the world.
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Have you come under the new covenant of Jesus’ blood? The final result of 

this covenant is announced in [Rev 21:3-7].  

1. The offer of this covenant is open to you. Yet you must understand 

that it is all of grace. You cannot earn it, you cannot buy it, but He 

will give it to you without cost because Jesus has paid the cost with 

His own life blood. It is Him you need and when you embrace Jesus 

by faith, you have everything. 

 

2. This covenant does call you and commit you to the radical 

discipleship of a life of obedience—an obedience that is only genuine 

when it comes from a heart of love for God that has been set ablaze 

by the kindling of His all-sufficient grace.  

 

                                                           
7
 2 Cor 6:16; Rev 21:3 

8
 John 14:15 

9
 Hebrews 5:8-9 

10
 Matt 5:14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Our worship must reflect the blessing and consecration of our 

covenant relationship with God for His glory (Dt 26:16-19).  

 


